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What is God like?  

- And what has he asked of us to do?  



 
 
 
 
 
 



Coffee break 



THIS LOCAL CONTEXT 





But... 

• What about the name of the person in the 
shop?  

• What about the person who organises local 
events – whats her favourite food?  

• What kind of books does that obese child love 
reading? 

• Whats this place like – at 10am on a 
Thursday? Or after 6 on a Saturday?   

 



What lens should we see Headland?  

• Needs 

 

 

• Gifts 



Start with a different thought:  

Making the Shift from ‘what is God doing in my 
church, to ‘what is God doing in my 
neighbourhood’ 

 

How will we know...?  

 

Change the focus of the church in mission;  from 
communication to presence (Varnier) 

 



The church’s identity: 

• ‘The church is called to be a prophetic sign, a 
prophetic community through which and by 
which the transformation of the world can 
take place... There will never be a time when 
the world with all its political, social and 
economic issues, ceases to be the agenda of 
the church...... 



• .... At the same time, The church can go out to 
the edges of society, not fearful of being 
distorted or confused by the worlds agenda, 
but confident and capable of recognising that 
God is already there’ (World council of 
churches, 1983) 

• The church is to be the ‘theatre of the gospel’ 
(on the stage of the world) – Kevin Vanhoozer 



As a prophetic sign/symbol 

• Places of welcome  
• Restoration 
• Use God given gifts 
• Promise 
• Interaction and presence. 
• The margins, not the centre 
• Different story 
• Of what is- and what is to come, of a story with 

human meaning.  
  



GOD IN THE COMMUNITY:  



If God is already there... 

• Where might he/she be found? 

• Where there is good? Where there is hope? 

• Struggle amongst adversity? 

• Where there is interaction?  

 

• Need we be afraid? (complex world) 





Pioneer Church- performing the gospel 
on the local stage 

• Starting from scratch  

– What would we do to be prophetic in this 
community?  

– Vulnerability in the service of ‘goodness’  

– Doing something new?   



Blank sheet – or not quite.. 

• If we started new- from scratch?  

 

What might we stop doing – to be more 
outward/mission focussed?  

 

What might we start doing? 

 

 

 

 



“In working with (young) people, do not 
try to call them back to where they were, 
and do not try to call them to where you 

are, as beautiful as a place that may 
seem to you.  

You must have the courage to go with 
them to a place that neither you nor they 

have ever been before” 
Vincent Donovan  

(Christianity Rediscovered 1982) 



An outward looking church; 

• Closer to what God has called us to be 

• Generosity & Sacrifice 

• Think beyond ourselves 

• Involved in an eternity and world transforming 
‘business’  

• Mission as priority, in its decision making.  

• Surprised by God – joining in the action 

 

 

 



 


